
 

  

SAT 6 Twenty-Seventh 

Sunday 
St Columba’s 6pm Aleyamma 

SUN 7 “ 

 

“ 

Latin Mass 

St Mary’s 

 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

9.15am 

 

11am 

5pm 

Alban Connolly 

(Birthday) 

People of the Parish 

Captain Dugmore F/M 

Mon 8 Latin Mass St Columba’s 10am Mrs Dumore F/M 

Tue 9 Blessed John 

Henry Newman 
St Mary’s 12 noon  

Wed 10 St Paulinus of York St Mary’s 7pm  

Thu 11 Feria St Columba’s 10am Paul Keates (Birthday) 

Fri 12 St Wilfrid St Mary’s 12 noon Kathleen McNeill 

(Birthday Intentions) 

Sat 13 Latin Mass 

 

Twenty-Eighth Sunday 

St Mary’s 

 

St Mary’s 

9.30am 

 

6pm 

Joseph & Paul Apap 

& Family RIP 

George & Margaret 

Hemel RIP 

Sun 14 “ 

 

“ 

Latin Mass 

St Mary’s 

 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

9.15am 

 

11am 

5pm 

Charles Halford 

(Birthday) 

People of the Parish 

Joseph & Paul Apap 

& Family RIP 

6th/7th OCTOBER 2018 
TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

Sunday Readings: Year 2 (B);  Weekdays: Year II;  Prayer of the Church: Week III 
 

Priest-in-Charge: Fr Serafino M. Lanzetta 
Parish Secretary: Jacob Campbell 
Maryhouse, 32 High Street Gosport PO12 1DF 
Tel: (023)92580119 
Email: gosport@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Website: www.stmarysgosport.org.uk 
 

Mass at 7pm on Wednesday is preceded 
by the Holy Rosary at 6.30pm. 

In addition to the Masses listed above, Latin 
Mass in the Extraordinary Form will usually 
be celebrated in St Mary’s Church at 7am, 
Monday to Friday. 

 



 

 

  

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:  

in St Mary’s Church on Saturdays from 12 
noon until 1pm, or by appointment. 
 
 

  PLEASE PRAY FOR THE DEPARTED:  

Please pray for those who have died recently, and for those we are remembering at this 
time. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE UNWELL: 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: 

on Thursdays in St Mary’s from 8am, concluding with Pro-Life Holy Hour at 7pm. Also in St 

Columba’s on Thursdays after the 10am Mass until 12 noon. In addition, Exposition also now 

takes place at St Mary’s every weekday morning, from 9am until 12 noon in the Holy Cross 

Chapel, for the needs of Holy Mother Church in these times of great turbulence. 
 

ADORATION OUTREACH: 

Every Thursday, between 1pm and 3pm, a group of parishioners go out onto the high street 
to invite passers-by into St Mary’s to light a candle and spend some time in the presence of 
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. If you are available on Thursday afternoons, if only for 
half an hour or so, why not come along and take part? 

A DAY WITH MARY: 

is coming to St John’s Cathedral, led by Father Serafino and Father Pio, on Saturday 13th 
October, from 9.45am to 5.15pm. A Day With Mary emphasises worship of the Blessed 
Sacrament and devotion to Our Lady. It includes Mass, the Rosary, Adoration and 
Benediction, Acts of Consecration, Confession, Enrolments in the Brown Scapular and the 
Miraculous Medal, and much more. 

 
ISLE OF WIGHT RETREAT: 

Father Serafino will be leading a three-day retreat at the Verbum Dei Centre (PO30 1YR) on 
the Isle of Wight from Friday 16th to Sunday 18th November. The price per person, which 
includes two nights in shared accommodation and all meals, is £116. Alternatively, if you 
would prefer to attend only the Saturday (7am to 6pm), the price is £60, which includes three 
meals but no overnight accommodation. To register, please email 

infantjesus.retreats@gmail.com or call Marissa on 0744 5848 941. 
 
SCIENCE OR RELIGION?: 
A big diocesan symposium on the subject of science and religion is taking place on Saturday 

3rd November, from 10am to 4pm, at the Winchester Discovery Centre (SO23 8SB). Two 
leading scientists will address the question of whether recent research into the origins of the 
universe suggests the existence of a creator. There will also be a series of workshops led by 
experts on such topics as extra-terrestrial life, artificial intelligence and human consciousness. 
Please register your attendance at portsmouthdiocese.eventbrite.co.uk. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CATECHISM: 

Monday 8th October, 7pm   Meeting for Catechists 

Saturday 13th October, 9am   Catechism for All Children 

Saturday 20th October, 9am   Catechism for First Communion 

HEADTEACHER VACANCY: 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School is seeking to recruit a new headteacher to begin in 
September 2019. If you are interested in applying for this role, please visit 
tinyurl.com/stmhead and download the application form. 

BRIDGEMARY RETREAT DAY: 

Father Serafino’s next mini-retreat at St Columba’s Church will take place on Saturday 20th 
October, beginning at 9am with the Holy Rosary and ending by 5pm. Everyone is welcome. 

SAFEGUARDING COURSES: 

Everyone in the parish who works with children and/or vulnerable adults, including all 

Eucharistic Ministers and Children’s Catechists, must take the full Child Protection Course 
and/or the Vulnerable Adults Course every five years. These courses will be delivered in St 
Mary’s Hall, from 7pm to 9pm, on Thursday 8th November (Child Protection) and Thursday 
15th November (Vulnerable Adults). If you work with children and/or vulnerable adults, 

please call Barbara Davies on 02392 521686 to register your attendance at one or both of 
these training sessions. 

GUILD OF SAINT CLARE: 

The next children’s arts and crafts group will be held on Saturday 20th October, between 
3pm and 5pm, in the Upper Room of St Mary’s Hall. 

FATHER SERAFINO’S NEW BOOK: 

The official launch of Father Serafino’s latest book, Fatima at the Heart of the Church: God’s 
Vision of History and Oblative Spirituality, will be held in St Mary’s Hall on Friday 26th October 
at 7pm. All parishioners are warmly invited, and there will be a free buffet. 
 

PRO-LIFE APPEAL: 

The Society for the Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC) has produced postcards for you to 
send a message to your MP urging him/her to vote against a dangerous new bill that seeks 
to decriminalise abortion completely, thereby removing the few remaining legal protections 
for unborn babies in this country. The bill will be put before the House of Commons for a vote 
on Tuesday 23rd October. Please make sure you take one of these postcards, which are 

available at the back of the church, and send it to Caroline Dinenage, the MP for Gosport. 

MISSIO BOXES: 

It is time again to empty the red boxes. If you normally have yours collected, expect to hear 
from your usual collector. Otherwise, please bring your box to the parish office. 

NIGHTFEVER: 

takes place again next weekend, Saturday 13th October, from 7.30pm (after the 6pm Mass 
at St Mary’s). Come along and experience for yourself the serenity of our candlelit church 
at night, and spend some quality time in the presence of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, 
to light a candle and say a prayer. If you are able to volunteer in any way, or if you would 
like to know more about NightFever, please call Mike on 02393 554537. 

SECOND COLLECTION: 

This weekend’s retiring collection is for CAFOD. GiftAid envelopes are available. 

TREE STUMP REMOVAL: 

If you know anything about uprooting tree stumps, please speak to the friars, as they are in 
need of some expertise. 



 

 

Holy Matrimony 
by Fr George M. Roth 

Today’s Gospel gives us the essential teaching of the Church on Holy Matrimony, which is both a holy state and a 

sacrament of the Church. The union of a man and a woman in holy matrimony is holy because this state was designed 

by God, as we see in today’s First Reading, to give man companionship: “It is not good for man to be alone: let us 

make him a help like unto himself.” (Gen 2:18) Matrimony is a holy state because, with the sacrament of matrimony, 
both spouses are a means of grace to one another and grow in sanctifying grace for each other and for their children. 
With sanctifying grace from the sacrament of matrimony, they can increase their capacity to love. God also gives 

the spouses special sacramental graces to enable them to live their married life faithfully: “What therefore God hath 

joined together, let not man put asunder.” (Mk 10:9) In making man “male and female,” (Mk 10:6) God has also given 
to married couples a privilege not given even to the angels, to cooperate with Him in the procreation of new life. 
There is no greater blessing on a married couple than to have their marriage blessed by children, who will not only live 
on this earth to do good but will also be rewarded for their good lives with eternal happiness in heaven.  

According to St Thomas Aquinas, there are three essential blessings in marriage: faithfulness or fidelity, indissolubility or 

the sacrament, and fruitfulness. Fidelity in marriage relates to the union of one flesh in marriage: “For this cause a man 

shall leave his father and mother; and shall cleave to his wife. And they two shall be in one flesh. Therefore now they 

are not two, but one flesh.” (Mk 10:7-8) St Paul tells us of this oneness in his First Epistle to the Corinthians: “The wife hath 

not power of her own body, but the husband. And in like manner the husband also hath not power of his own body, 

but the wife.” (I Cor 7:4) This relates to the unity of love in marriage, where, out of love and mutual self-giving, the 
husband and wife do not deprive each other of their bodies when either requests the conjugal act; this is the marriage 
debt or marriage obligation so essential to the unity of procreation in marriage. St Paul, in his Epistle to the Ephesians, 

refers to the holiness of this love as being like the love of Christ for His Church: “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ 

also loved the church, and delivered himself up for it.” (Eph 5:25) The second blessing of marriage is the sacrament, 
which is a bond in which God has joined them together, and which cannot be broken except by death. Thus marriage 

is an indissoluble union of husband and wife: “What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.” (Mk 

10:9) This is why Jesus, in answer to His Apostles’ questions about His teaching on marriage, said, “Whosoever shall put 

away his wife and marry another, committeth adultery against her.” (Mk 10:11) The final blessing of marriage is 
fruitfulness, which is the result of the mutual self-giving of husband and wife in conjugal love for the generation of 
children. To do otherwise, by contraception, according to Pope St John Paul II, is against the mutual self-giving of 

husband and wife to one another. He also said that “contraception is so intrinsically evil that it cannot be practised 

for any reason whatsoever.” The noted American theologian and teacher, Fr John A. Hardon, SJ said, “Catholics who 

contracept will either give up contraception or give up the Catholic faith.” 

Our Lady said at Fatima in 1917, “Many marriages are not good and not of God.” Sister Lucia recently told Cardinal 

Caffarra that “the final battle between Our Lady and Satan will be over marriage and the family.” Today, about fifty 
percent of marriages end in divorce; many couples do not even get married, choosing to live instead as “partners”; 
and many couples use contraception. We even now have governments approving of same-sex “marriages”! The 
moral health of people is closely tied to the condition of matrimony; Frank Sheed in his book Society and Sanity wrote, 

“When matrimony is corrupted, then society is sick, perhaps gravely ill.” Pope St John Paul II exhorts us to return to the 

teachings of the Catholic Church in his Familiaris Consortio on marriage: “Being rooted in the personal and total self-

giving of the couple and being required by the good of the children, the indissolubility of marriage finds its ultimate 

truth in the plan that God has manifested in his revelation: He wills and communicates the indissolubility of marriage 

as a fruit, a sign and a requirement of the absolutely faithful love that God has for man and that the Lord Jesus has for 

the Church.”  

When Jesus Christ elevated marriage to a sacrament, He proposed a totally new concept, by which the spouses 
would share in the divine life of grace in their marriage. They would share this life with one another and with their 
children by prayer and the sacraments. Cardinal O’Malley of Boston, when he was the Bishop of Fall River in 

Massachusetts, wrote in a pastoral letter, “When Catholic couples get married in the Church, and go to Mass on 

Sunday, the chance of divorce is one in fifty; if they marry in the Church, go to Mass on Sunday and pray together as 

a family, the chance of divorce is one in one thousand.” It seems incredible that such a simple thing as prayer and 
the sacraments could make such a significant difference! The battle cry of Fr Peyton’s crusade for the Family Rosary 

in the mid-twentieth century is still so true: “The family that prays together, stays together!” 
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