
 

  

SAT 25 Twenty-First Sunday St Columba’s 6pm Elaine Udall RIP 

SUN 26 “ 

“ 

Latin Mass 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

9.15am 

11am 

5pm 

Theodora Wall RIP 

People of the Parish 

Ken Stephenson & 
Family RIP 

Mon 27 Latin Mass 

 

St Monica 

St Columba’s 

 

St Mary’s 

10am 

 

6pm 

Donald Anthony Dunne 

(Intentions) 

 

Tue 28 St Augustine of Hippo St Mary’s 12 noon Special Intention for 

Conversion 

Wed 29 Passion of St John 

the Baptist 
St Mary’s 7pm Taboni & Anderton 

Families RIP 

Thu 30 Ss Margaret 

Clitherow, Anne Line 

& Margaret Ward 

St Columba’s 10am Maura Pond RIP 

Fri 31 St Aidan & All Saints 

of Lindisfarne 
St Mary’s 12 noon Special Intention for 

Conversion 

Sat 1 Latin Mass 

Twenty-Second 

Sunday 

St Mary’s 

St Columba’s 

9.30am 

6pm 

Mary Charlton RIP 

Bernadette & 

Ian Knight RIP 

Sun 2 “ 

“ 

Latin Mass 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

9.15am 

11am 

5pm 

People of the Parish 

Dolores Cumbo RIP 

Agnes Poore F/M 

25th/26th AUGUST 2018 
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

Sunday Readings: Year 2 (B);  Weekdays: Year II;  Prayer of the Church: Week I 
 

Priest-in-Charge: Fr Serafino M. Lanzetta 
Parish Secretary: Jacob Campbell 
Maryhouse, 32 High Street Gosport PO12 1DF 
Tel: (023)92580119 
Email: gosport@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Website: www.stmarysgosport.org.uk 
 

Mass at 7pm on Wednesday is preceded 
by the Holy Rosary at 6.30pm. 

In addition to the Masses listed above, Latin 
Mass in the Extraordinary Form will usually 
be celebrated in St Mary’s Church at 7am, 
Monday to Friday. 

 



 

 

  

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:  

in St Mary’s Church on Saturdays from 12 
noon until 1pm, or by appointment. 
 
 

  PLEASE PRAY FOR THE DEPARTED:  

Please pray for those who have died recently, and for those we are remembering at this 
time. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE UNWELL: 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: 
on Thursdays in St Mary’s Church from 8am, concluding with Pro-Life Holy Hour at 7pm. Also 

in St Columba’s Church on Thursdays after the 10am Mass until 12 noon. 
 

GUILD OF ST CLARE: 

The next children’s arts and crafts group will be held from 3-5pm on Saturday 15th September 
in the Upper Room of St Mary’s Hall. 

ST MARY’S RENOVATIONS: 

Thank you to everyone who has made a contribution to the St Mary’s Beautification Fund, 

which so far stands at just over £20,000. If you have not yet made a donation, please 
consider doing so, as we are still a long way from reaching our fundraising goal. Cheques 
should be made payable to “PRCDTR–Gosport”. 
 
ADORATION OUTREACH: 

Every Thursday, between 1pm and 3pm, a group of parishioners go out onto the high street 
to invite passers-by into St Mary’s to light a candle and spend some time in the presence of 
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. If you are available on Thursday afternoons, if only for 
half an hour or so, why not come along and take part? 
 

LMS GLASTONBURY PILGRIMAGE: 

The Latin Mass Society’s annual pilgrimage the Shrine of Our Lady St Mary of Glastonbury will 
take place this year on Saturday 8th September, the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. The day begins with High Mass at 11.30am and ends at 4.30pm after Benediction. Tea 
and coffee is available, but please bring your own packed lunch. For more information, 
please call 07890 687453 or email lmsclifton@gmail.com. 

ST MONICA’S GROUP: 

will meet again in St Mary’s Church at 7pm on Tuesday 4th September. All mothers, whether 
Catholic or not, are welcome at this monthly prayer group. 

SVP KERALA APPEAL: 

Terrible floods have been taking place in Kerala, India’s most Christian region, leaving 
hundreds dead and many more missing. The St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) is making an 
urgent appeal for help. To donate, please visit www.svp.org.uk or call 020 7703 3030. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FATHER SERAFINO’S NEW BOOK: 

Father Serafino’s latest book, Fatima at the Heart of the Church: God’s Vision of History and 
Oblative Spirituality, is now available to buy from Amazon.co.uk in paperback (£13) or Kindle 
(£5.14) format. A few copies are also on sale in the repository at a discounted price of £11. 
All parishioners are warmly invited to the official book launch, which will be held in St Mary’s 
Hall on Friday 26th October at 7pm. 

 

NIGHTFEVER: 

Our next NightFever is on Saturday 15th September, starting at 7.30pm (after the 6pm Mass 
at St Mary’s). NightFever is a wonderfully simple way of reaching out to others and bringing 
them into the presence of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Everyone is warmly invited to 
come along and spend some time – even just a few minutes – in the calm and quiet of our 
church, to light a candle and say a prayer, to experience the love and mercy of God. 

Volunteers are always needed; if you can help out for 30 minutes or longer, please call Mike 
on 02392 554537. NightFever ends with Benediction at 10.30pm. 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR VACANCY: 

The Parish of Fareham & Portchester is seeking an experienced person with excellent 
secretarial, interpersonal and workload management skills to become their new parish 
administrator. To find a full job description and application form, please visit 
portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/vacancies. Applications must be submitted by 5pm on Monday 
20th August. Interviews will be held on the afternoon of Wednesday 29th August. 

TABLE TOP SALE: 

Back by popular demand, the Table Top Sale that raised over £1,000 towards the St Mary’s 
Beautification Project back in March will return to St Mary’s Hall on Saturday 22nd 
September. If you have items to sell and would like to book up to three tables at a cost of 
£10 per table, please contact Tammy on 02392 520166, or email her at tammylbt@sky.com. 

FATIMA PILGRIMAGE: 

Between Tuesday 11th and Monday 17th September, the Divine Mercy Apostolate of the 
Marian Fathers will be leading a pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal. 
The £795 per person package includes return flights from Heathrow, 6 nights of half board 
accommodation in an en suite twin room, all travel expenses and guided tours. To book, or 
for more information, please call 020 8998 0925 or email info@divinemercy.org.uk. 

 

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS: 

take place at St Mary’s Church on Saturday 1st September. Latin Mass at 9.30am, followed 
by Adoration with the Holy Rosary, a meditation on the Crucifixion and Immaculate Heart 
devotions until Benediction at 12 noon. The Marian Group then meets in the Upper Room of 
St Mary’s Hall for a shared lunch and a talk by Father Serafino. Confession is available. 

BRIDGEMARY RETREAT DAY: 

Father Serafino will lead another mini-retreat at St Columba’s Church on Saturday 20th 
October, beginning with the Holy Rosary at 9am and finishing by 5pm. 

OUR LADY’S BIRTHDAY: 

On Saturday 8th September, we celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. To mark this happy occasion, Father Serafino and Father Pio will be giving a special 
conference on St Maximilian Kolbe and the Immaculate Heart in St Mary’s Hall following the 
9.30am Latin Mass. Afterwards, at about 12.30pm, there will be a Marian procession around 
Gosport high street, followed by refreshments back at St Mary’s Hall. All are welcome. 

CHILDREN’S CATECHISM: 

Catechism classes for the children of our parish will begin again in October. If you would like 
your child to take part in these, please fill out one of the parental consent forms available 
at the back of the church. These classes are for children aged four years and up. 



 

 
Heavenly 

Bridegrooms Without 

‘Spot Or Wrinkle’ 
by Fr George M. Roth 

Today, the Church gives us readings on the relationship of each soul with God. As individuals, we are part of the 
Catholic Church, which was founded by Jesus Christ when He established a New Covenant. He formed us as His 

people to present us to the Father at the His Second Coming without “spot or wrinkle.” (Eph 5:27) This is why St Paul 

could say in today’s Second Reading, “That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, 

or any such thing; but that it should be holy, and without blemish.” (Eph 5:27) The essential message of today’s readings 
is the vocation of all Catholics to become holy so that, as spouses of Christ, we will be in the unity of the Father and 
Holy Spirit for all eternity. This is what is meant by eternal life – our union in love with God for all eternity. To achieve this, 

of course, we have to be without “spot or wrinkle” (i.e. no sin). This is why we need to be purified in this life of our 
imperfections so that we can be spotless spouses of Jesus for all eternity. 

In today’s First Reading, from the Book of Joshua, we see how Joshua in the Promised Land tells the Jews that he and 
his family will choose the God of his Fathers. He renews his covenant (or agreement) with God and all the Jews agree 

to do the same: “And the people answered, and said: God forbid we should leave the Lord, and serve strange gods. 

The Lord our God he brought us and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage: and did very 

great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way by which we journeyed, and among all the people through 

whom we passed.” (Jos 24:16-17) 

St Paul tells the Ephesians that they too have made an agreement with the Church at their baptism, in which they 
became not only His children but His spouses. In order to tell the people about their espousal to Christ, St Paul gives a 

wonderful teaching on marriage, the most perfect union on this earth: “Because we are members of his body, of his 

flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife, and they 

shall be two in one flesh. This is a great sacrament; but I speak in Christ and in the church.” (Eph 5:30-32) As baptised 
followers of Jesus Christ we become one flesh with Him. St Paul continues the same analogy of Christ and His Church 

with husbands and wives: “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ also loved the church, and delivered himself up for 

it.” (Eph 5:25) As part of the husband’s covenant with his wife, he should love and sacrifice himself for her as Christ 
sacrificed Himself for the Church. Wives also must love their husbands and be subject to them, for by so doing they 

subject themselves to Christ: “Let women be subject to their husbands, as to the Lord.” (Eph 5:22) The most important 
aspect of the earthly marriage between a man and a woman is that it is a preparation for their heavenly marriage, 

in which they will be spouses of Jesus Christ for all eternity. Earthly marriage, which is for the procreation of children, i s 
only a type of the true, heavenly marriage. How husband and wife love one another in the holy Sacrament of 
Matrimony will determine if they will enjoy heaven with God for all eternity. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus is completing His teaching on the Holy Eucharist, which is a prefigurement of His eternal union 

with all those who eat of His Body and Blood as His spouses: “He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath 

everlasting life: and I will raise him up in the last day.” (Jn 6:55) In the Old Testament (Covenant), the Jews ate the 
flesh of the lamb and manna from heaven, and were safeguarded in Egypt and in the desert during their forty year 
trial. Now Jesus will give all His followers His own Flesh and Blood to eat as prefigurements of their eternal banquet in 

heaven. However, many of His disciples turned away from Him and did not believe: “Many therefore of his disciples, 

hearing it, said: This saying is hard, and who can hear it?” (Jn 6:61) They did not believe! Jesus then told His disciples 

that belief in Him was a grace from God: “Therefore did I say to you, that no man can come to me, unless it be given 

him by my Father.” (Jn 6:66) When Jesus asks His apostles if they too will go away, Simon Peter answers for all of them: 

“Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.” (Jn 6:69) 

The Body and Blood of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist is one of the principal sources of the sanctifying grace given 
to us at our baptism. Through sanctifying grace, Jesus comes into our soul and abides with us. This life of sanctifying 
grace is a necessary prelude to our final union with Jesus Christ in heaven for all eternity. Our great calling in this life is 

to be presented by Jesus to the Father as His spouse without “spot or wrinkle” and gain eternal life: “That he might 

present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy, and 

without blemish.” (Eph 5:27) 
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