
 

  

SAT 14 Third Sunday of Easter St Columba’s 6pm Christina Sewell (Health) 

SUN 15 “ 

“ 

Latin Mass 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

9.15am 

11am 

5pm 

People of the Parish 

Anna Hill (Birthday) 

Friends of the Suffering 

Souls (FOSS) 

Mon 16 Latin Mass St Columba’s 10am Giuseppe RIP 

Tue 17 3rd Week of Easter St Mary’s 12 noon Christina Sewell (Health) 

Wed 18 3rd Week of Easter St Mary’s 7pm Winifred Maria Evans 

F/M 

Thu 19 3rd Week of Easter St Columba’s 10am Elizabeth Extance 

(Thanksgiving to St 

Anthony for Graces 

Received) 

Fri 20 3rd Week of Easter St Mary’s 12 noon Sr Maria Luisa 

(Intentions) 

Sat 21 Latin Mass 

Fourth Sunday of 

Easter 

St Mary’s 

St Columba’s 

9.30am 

6pm 

Private Intention 

Christina Sewell (Health) 

Sun 22 “ 

“ 

Latin Mass 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

9.15am 

11am 

5pm 

People of the Parish 

George Notley RIP 

Suor Maria Luisa RIP 

14th/15th APRIL 2018 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Sunday Readings: Year 2 (B);  Weekdays: Year II;  Prayer of the Church: Week III 
 

Priest-in-Charge: Fr Serafino M. Lanzetta 

Parish Secretary: Jacob Campbell 

Maryhouse, 32 High Street Gosport PO12 1DF 

Tel: (023)92580119 

Email: gosport@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Website: www.stmarysgosport.org.uk 

 

Mass at 7pm on Wednesday is preceded 
by the Holy Rosary at 6.30pm. 

In addition to the Masses listed above, Latin 
Mass in the Extraordinary Form will usually 
be celebrated in St Mary’s Church at 7am, 
Monday to Friday. 



 

 

  

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:  

in St Mary’s Church on Saturdays from 12 

noon until 1pm, or by appointment. 

 

 

  PLEASE PRAY FOR THE DEPARTED:  

Please pray for those who have died recently, and for those we are remembering at this 

time. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE UNWELL: 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: 

on Thursdays in St Mary’s Church from 8am, concluding with Pro-Life Holy Hour at 7pm. Also 

in St Columba’s Church on Thursdays after the 10am Mass until 12 noon. 

 

SILENT RETREAT DAY: 

On Saturday 21st April, Father Serafino will lead an “Introduction to the Latin Mass” silent 

retreat day at St Columba’s Church, from 9am until 5pm. If you wish to attend, please register 

online at www.stmarysgosport.org.uk/events-1/retreat. 

ST MARY’S RENOVATIONS: 

Thank you to everyone who has donated to help fund the renovation work, which is now 

complete. If you have not yet made a donation, please consider doing so, as we are still a 

long way from reaching our fundraising goal. Cheques should be made payable to 

“PRCDTR–Gosport”. 

ST MONICA’S PRAYER GROUP: 

meets every Tuesday at 7pm in St Mary’s Church. This is an opportunity for mothers of the 

parish to come together to pray the Holy Rosary and participate in a short Bible study session. 

All mothers – whether Catholic or not – are warmly invited. 

GUILD OF ST CLARE: 

will meet for the first time on Friday 20th April, between 4pm and 6pm, and again on 

Saturday 21st April, between 10am and 12 noon. Donations of arts and crafts tools and 

materials are very welcome and most appreciated. 

SECOND COLLECTION: 

The second collections next weekend (21st/22nd April) will be for the Clergy Training Fund. 

 

ADORATION OUTREACH: 

Last Thursday, between 1pm and 3pm, over 70 people accepted an invitation to come into 

St Mary’s to light a candle and pray before the Blessed Sacrament. How many hearts were 

touched, only God knows. Six parishioners, supported by Father Serafino, covered those two 

hours. Thank you so much to the volunteers who turned out to help. If you are available on 

Thursday afternoons, if only for half an hour or so, why not come along and take part? With 

your help, who knows how many more hearts will be touched… and lives changed? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CATECHISM: 

Monday 16th April, 7pm   Meeting for Catechists 

Tuesday 17th April, 7pm   Meeting for Parents 

Saturday 21st April, 9am   Catechism for All Children 

 DONATION ENVELOPES: 

Boxes of envelopes for Sunday offerings and special collections for the new financial year 

are now available from the back of the church for those who have registered for them. 

ROSARY ON THE COAST: 

The “Rosary on the Coast” campaign is lay initiative to invite the faithful of all the nations of 

the British Isles to gather at various sites along the coast and pray the Holy Rosary at 3pm on 

Sunday 29th April for faith, life and peace in the British Isles. The rectors of our two national 

Marian shrines have given “Rosary on the Coast” their full backing and encouragement. 

Please put the date in your diary, and visit www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk for more 

information, including details of the designated gathering points along the coast. 

 

WITNESS TO LIFE IN THE SHADOW OF DEATH: 

This is a nine-day novena of prayer and witness outside the abortion centre at 108 Whitfield 

Street, London W1T 5BE (the nearest tube station is Warren Street), between 8am and 4pm 

each day from Wednesday 18th April until Thursday 26th April (only 12 noon to 1pm on 

Sunday 22nd April). The Good Counsel Network invites you to come with a loving and 

prayerful attitude to bear peaceful witness to the sanctity of life. Visit 

www.goodcounselnetwork.com for more information. 

PARISH BINGO NIGHT: 

On Saturday 21st April, from 7pm to 11pm, there will be a parish bingo evening with a buffet 

in St Mary’s Hall, to raise money for the St Mary’s Beautification Project. Tickets cost £8 for 

adults and £3.50 for children (5-12yrs), and are available to purchase from the parish office. 

A free taxi service will be available for the elderly; please call the parish office to book.  

WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE: 

From Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th August, the Dominican Sisters of St Joseph will be leading 

the annual St John Paul II Pilgrimage for the New Evangelisation. This is a 50-mile walking 

pilgrimage from Bury St Edmunds to Walsingham, so participants must be able to walk long 

distances at a steady pace. To book, visit www.dominicansistersofstjoseph.org/JPII or call 

01590 681874. 

ITEMS FOR SALE: 

A parishioner is selling a 6 month-old recliner chair (bought for £4,500) and a 3 year-old 

mobility scooter for £795 each. If you are interested in purchasing any of these items, please 

call Sandra on 02392 501711 or 07710 533385. 

RED MISSIO BOXES: 

If you have a red Missio box, please bring it to the parish office on or after Sunday 15th April. 

NIGHTFEVER: 

Our next NightFever evening is on Saturday 28th April, starting at 7.30pm (after the 6pm 

Mass) in St Mary’s Church. As Catholics, it is so important for us to share the amazing love 

and mercy of our God with those who do not know Him, and NightFever is such a 

wonderfully simple way of doing this. Everyone is warmly invited to come and just sit or kneel 

and be still in the presence of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. NightFever is such a special 

and precious time with so many blessings available to us if we just open our hearts to God 

and allow ourselves to experience His love. The evening ends at 10.30pm with Benediction. 

If you are able to assist at NightFever in any way, please contact Mike Slater on 02392 

554537. Even just 30 minutes of your time could change lives forever! 



 

 

 

Jesus: A Propitiation 

For Our Sins 
by Fr George M. Roth 

In this the Third Sunday of Easter, we continue to feel the joy of Christ’s Resurrection. For us in this great miracle 

– Christ’s greatest – we see the truth that we should all arise at the time of the General Judgment in our glorified 

bodies. This is the great Easter Message: “If we die with Him, we will rise with Him.” This brings us to the most 

important teaching of today’s readings, which is the forgiveness of sins. This, of course, is the reason why Jesus 

sacrificed Himself on the Cross for us. He was a propitiation for our sins when He atoned for our sins. St Peter tells 

the Jews this in his sermon before the Sanhedrin in today’s First Reading: “But those things which God before had 

shewed by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled.” (Acts 3:18) All the 

Jewish people knew the scriptures and were familiar with the prophet Isaiah, who told of the Messiah as the 

Suffering Servant of Yahweh, “Surely he hath borne our infirmities and carried our sorrows: and we have thought 

him as it were a leper, and as one struck by God and afflicted. But he was wounded for our iniquities, he was 

bruised for our sins: the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and by his bruises we are healed.” (Is 53:4-5) 

St Peter does not condemn the Jews, but offers them a chance to repent when he tells them that they did all 

this out of ignorance: “And now, brethren, I know that you did it through ignorance, as did also your rulers.” 

(Acts 3:17) 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus appears after His death to two of His disciples on their way to Emmaus. At first, when 

Jesus started walking with them, they did not recognise Him, but then at the “breaking of the bread” (Lk 24:35) 

they realise that it is Jesus to whom they have been speaking. Jesus then disappears, and the two disciples 

hasten back to Jerusalem to tell the apostles. While the disciples are speaking to the apostles, Jesus appears to 

them and says: “Peace be to you; it is I, fear not.” (Lk 24:36) To prove that He is not a ghost, Jesus asks for some 

food: “And when he had eaten before them, taking the remains, he gave to them.” (Lk 24:43) Then Jesus tells 

them again why He had to suffer: “And he said to them: Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, 

and to rise again from the dead, the third day.” (Lk 24:46) Then Jesus tells them the most astonishing of doctrines 

– that they need to preach penance and the forgiveness of sins: “…that penance and remission of sins should 

be preached in his name, unto all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” (Lk 24:47) Needless to say, the apostles 

were all surprised at seeing Jesus alive, and now they had to hear the revelation that they must now preach a 

doctrine of the forgiveness of sins. Who could imagine a leader dying for His persecutors and then forgiving 

them for their sins? This is why St Peter and the apostles preached this new doctrine before the Sanhedrin: “Be 

penitent, therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out.” (Acts 3:19) 

This new doctrine of the forgiveness of sins is the message of the beloved apostle, St John, in his First Epistle. He 

knew so well what Jesus had taught, and that is why he tells us in his Epistle that we have an advocate in Jesus 

who will plead for us before the Father: “My little children, these things I write to you, that you may not sin. But if 

any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the just: And he is the propitiation for our sins: 

and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.” (I Jn 2:1-2) In these few sentences, St John summarizes 

the whole message of the Cross; Jesus becomes our propitiation (offering) to the Father to make up for our sins, 

because “he was bruised for our sins” (Is 53:5) 

Incredibly, even after the immense suffering of Jesus in His Passion for our sins, there are those supposedly 

enlightened ones who deny their own sinfulness and their need for redemption. St John condemns such 

Gnostics: “He who saith that he knoweth him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not 

in him.” (I Jn 2:4) These Gnostics thought that they had superior knowledge, and that the Commandments did 

not apply to them. For St John, only the true follower of Christ keeps the Commandments: “And by this we know 

that we have known him, if we keep his commandments.” (I Jn 2:3) Many people today deny their own 

sinfulness, or even the very existence of sin; Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen said, “The sin of our time is that there is 

no sin.” Whether we really want to admit or not, all of us know when we do something wrong. God has written 

the natural law on our hearts. Our conscience tells us what we have done wrong! “A guilty conscience needs 

no accuser.” The whole Easter Message is one of joy because Jesus has conquered death and sin and opened 

the gates of heaven for all who admit their sinfulness and are sorry for their sins. How blessed we are to know 

that Jesus has become our propitiation for our sins, and that we are forgiven if only we are sorry for our sins: “Thus 

it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise again from the dead, the third day: And that penance 

and remission of sins should be preached in his name, unto all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” (Lk 24:46-47) 


