
 

  

SAT 3 Third Sunday of Lent St Mary’s 6pm Claire RIP 

SUN 4 “ 

“ 

Latin Mass 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

9.15am 

11am 

5pm 

People of the Parish 

George Notley RIP 

Joseph & Mary 

Mackey & Family RIP 

Mon 5 Latin Mass St Columba’s 10am Alfred Denis Poore F/M 

Tue 6 3rd Week of Lent St Mary’s 12 noon Anne Guttridge 

(née Ody) RIP 

Wed 7 Latin Requiem Mass 

3rd Week of Lent 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

10am 

7pm 

Mary Hathaway RIP 

Very Rev Canon 

Thomas Doyle F/M 

Thu 8 3rd Week of Lent St Columba’s 10am Laura & Victor 

Farrugia RIP 

Fri 9 3rd Week of Lent St Columba’s 12 noon Lake & Hill Families 

Sat 10 Latin Mass 

 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

St Columba’s 

 

St Columba’s 

9.30am 

 

6pm 

Eleanor De Melo 

(Special Intention) 

Jessica (Healing) 

Sun 11 “ 

“ 

Latin Mass 

St Columba’s 

St Columba’s 

St Columba’s 

9.15am 

11am 

5pm 

People of the Parish 

George Notley RIP 

De Souza Family RIP 

3rd/4th MARCH 2018 
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

Sunday Readings: Year 2 (B);  Weekdays: Year II;  Prayer of the Church: Week III 
 

Priest-in-Charge: Fr Serafino M. Lanzetta 

Parish Secretary: Jacob Campbell 

Maryhouse, 32 High Street Gosport PO12 1DF 

Tel: (023)92580119 

Email: gosport@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Website: www.stmarysgosport.org.uk 

 

Mass at 7pm on Wednesday is preceded 
by the Holy Rosary at 6.30pm. 

In addition to the Masses listed above, Latin 
Mass in the Extraordinary Form will usually 
be celebrated in St Mary’s Church at 7am, 
Monday to Friday. 



 

 

  

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:  

in St Mary’s Church on Saturdays from 12 

noon until 1pm, or by appointment. 

 

 

  PLEASE PRAY FOR THE DEPARTED:  

Please pray for those who have died recently, and for those we are remembering at this 

time. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE UNWELL: 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: 

on Thursdays in St Mary’s Church from 8am, concluding with Pro-Life Holy Hour at 7pm. Also 

in St Columba’s Church on Thursdays after the 10am Mass until 12 noon. 

ALTAR SERVERS’ PILGRIMAGE: 

The Guild of St Stephen is organising an altar servers’ pilgrimage to Rome, from Monday 30th 

July to Friday 3rd August. Prices begin at £659 per person. For more information, or to book, 

visit www.paxtravel.co.uk. (Please note that this is not a parish pilgrimage.) 

ST MARY’S RENOVATIONS: 

Work on the new floor begins on Thursday 8th March, so the church will be closed between 

then and Friday 23rd March, weekends included. All Masses will be celebrated at the usual 

times, but at St Columba’s Church. Thank you to everyone who has donated to help fund 

this ongoing renovation project. If you have not yet made a donation, please consider doing 

so, as we are still a long way from reaching our fundraising goal. Cheques should be made 

payable to “PRCDTR–Gosport”.  

MARCH FOR LIFE: 

If you are interested in attending either of the following two pilgrimages, please register on 

the parish website (www.stmarysgosport.org.uk): 

1) March for Life in London, Saturday 5th May. We are planning to take the Pro-Life and 

Marian Groups together. Since this is a First Saturday, a Holy Mass will be celebrated 

in St Mary’s Church at 8.30am. We will then travel to London by minibus, arriving well 

before the march sets off from Parliament Square at 2pm. 

2) March for Life in Rome, Saturday 19th May. Together with flights and accommodation, 

this will cost in the region of £300 per person for 5 days in Rome. We plan to leave on 

Thursday 17th May and return on Monday or Tuesday, 21st/22nd May. The trip will also 

include visiting many of the wonderful sites that the Eternal City has to offer. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 

are prayed every Friday (after the 12 noon Mass) and Saturday (half an hour before the 6pm 

Mass) for the duration of Lent. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CATECHISM: 

Monday 5th March, 7pm  Meeting for Catechists 

Tuesday 6th March, 7pm   Meeting for Parents 

Saturday 10th March, 9am  Catechism for All Children 

 LENTEN PENITENTIAL SERVICE: 

On Monday 26th March, there will be a special penitential service at 6.30pm in St Mary’s 

Church. This is specifically aimed at children, although everyone is welcome. The children 

are then invited to St Mary’s Hall for a screening of the movie “Marcelino”, the heart-

warming tale of a miracle experienced by an orphan boy raised in a monastery. 

 
40 DAYS FOR LIFE: 

From Wednesday 14th February to Sunday 25th March, join us in another “40 Days for Life” 

campaign of prayer and fasting for an end to abortion. You are invited to stand and pray 

peacefully during a forty-day vigil in the public right-of-way outside St Mary’s Community 

Health Campus on Milton Road in Portsmouth (PO3 6AD) and/or the BPAS clinic in 

Bournemouth (BH8 8LS). To sign up, please visit 40daysforlife.com/Portsmouth or 

40daysforlife.com/Bournemouth. If you are attending Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

this Thursday, please pray especially for the success of the pro-life vigil in Bournemouth. 

ROSARY ON THE COAST: 

The “Rosary on the Coast” campaign is lay initiative to invite the faithful of all the nations of 

the British Isles, with the support of the clergy, to gather at various sites along the coast and 

pray the Holy Rosary at 3pm on Sunday 29th April for faith, life and peace in the British Isles. 

The rectors of our two national Marian shrines – Walsingham and Our Lady of the Taper, in 

England and Wales respectively – have given “Rosary on the Coast” their full backing and 

encouragement. Please put the date in your diary, and visit www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk 

for more information, including details of the designated gathering points along the coast. 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE: 

will meet on Wednesday 7th March at 1.30pm in St John the Evangelist’s, Lee-on-the-Solent. 

All ladies of the area are invited to attend the 12 noon Mass and to bring their own 

sandwiches for lunch before the meeting. For enquiries, call Marguerite on 01489 575663. 

TABLE TOP SALE: 

On Saturday 24th March, between 10am and 3pm, St Mary’s Hall will host a Table Top Sale. 

There will be an entrance fee of just 20p (for adults only; no charge for children). If you have 

items to sell, please contact the parish office to book up to three tables at a charge of £10 

per table. All funds raised from table bookings will go towards the St Mary’s floor and heating 

renovation project. Please also contact the parish office if you are able to volunteer in the 

kitchen to serve tea and coffee. Cake donations are very welcome. 

DIVINE MERCY RETREAT: 

Fr Des Connolly will lead a Day of Reflection on the Divine Mercy of God in preparation for 

Divine Mercy Sunday at Saint Joseph’s Centre in Southampton (SO40 7DU) on Saturday 17th 

March from 10.30am to 4pm. This will include Mass and a homemade vegetarian soup 

lunch. The cost of attendance is £20 per person. If you would like to attend, please email Fr 

Des at fatherdes@icloud.com or call 02380 292377 and leave a voicemail message. 

HELP NEEDED: 

A couple who will soon have a newborn baby are in desperate need of certain essential 

items, such as a cot, feeding bottles, toys, a buggy, baby clothes, nappies, etc. If you are 

able to help, please bring your donations to the parish office for collection. 

SECOND COLLECTION: 

There will be a second collection at all Masses next Sunday for the Clergy Assistance Fund. 



 

 

 

“God’s Foolishness Is 

Wiser Than Men” 
by Fr George M. Roth 

 

In today’s First Reading, we are given an account of the Covenant between God and Man, which is expressed 

in the Ten Commandments. We are also given an account in today’s Gospel of Jesus in the Temple, where he 

overthrows the tables of the money-changers because they have made His Father’s House a place of business. 

Ss Matthew, Mark and Luke, in their Gospel accounts, say, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called the house of 

prayer; but you have made it a den of thieves.’” (Mt 21:13) There is in all the scriptures an “analogy of faith” by 

which scriptures relate and complement each other. If we use the Second Reading, from the First Letter of St 

Paul to the Corinthians, we see the key to interpreting the events of today’s readings. St Paul says, “For the 

foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.” (I Cor 1:25) Nowadays, it 

is fashionable to think that man is essentially his own master. This is not the meaning of St Paul, who ironically calls 

God’s wisdom foolishness, as some enlightened men regard it; what St Paul is really saying is that God’s 

“wisdom” and “weakness” are better than men. 

The Ten Commandments that God gave to the Jews is His covenant with them. If they obey these laws, they 

will be blessed, but if they do not obey them, they will punished. God says that those who disobey His 

Commandments will have iniquity brought upon their families: “I am the Lord thy God, mighty, jealous, visiting 

the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me...” (Ex 

20:5) God knows that man is weak and stubborn, and in order to encourage him to be obedient, God must 

punish and chastise him. To those who love God, He will show great mercy: “…and shewing mercy unto 

thousands [of generations] to them that love me, and keep my commandments.” (Ex 20:6) The Ten 

Commandments help man to fulfill the natural law, which is written on their hearts. 

In today’s Gospel, we see a much different Jesus Christ than anywhere else in the Gospels. He becomes 

enraged because men have made the Temple a place of business. Pope St Gregory explains that Jesus was so 

upset because “the destruction of the people was in great part the fault of the priests.” It is they who permitted 

the Holy Temple to become a den of thieves. For these blasphemies, the Jews will incur the wrath of God; they 

did not keep His Commandments. St Luke has placed the cleansing of the Temple after Jesus’ prophecy about 

the destruction of Jerusalem: “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent to 

thee, how often would I have gathered thy children as the bird doth her brood under her wings, and thou 

wouldest not?” (Lk 13:34) Later, Jesus will prophesy more on Jerusalem’s fate: “These things which you see, the 

days will come in which there shall not be left a stone upon a stone that shall not be thrown down.” (Lk 21:6) 

Jesus also gives them a sign of His own death at their hands: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 

up.” (Jn 2:19) At the end of today’s Gospel, we see how Jesus does not need man in his wisdom, which is, as St 

Paul says, “foolishness” with God: “But Jesus did not trust himself unto them, for that he knew all men, and 

because he needed not that any should give testimony of man: for he knew what was in man.” (Jn 2:24-25) 

St Paul, in the Second Reading, reminds us of the essential Gospel message that Jesus has come to save us from 

our sins. He shows His infinite love and divine wisdom in the Cross. The Jews cannot understand this divine wisdom. 

For them, a crucified Christ is a stumbling block; they are looking for signs of Jesus’ divine power as the Messiah 

who would help them to overcome Roman domination, while the Gentiles are looking for human wisdom: “But 

unto them that are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. For the 

foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.” (I Cor 1:24-25) This is why 

Jesus was so enraged in the Temple, because the Jews were more interested in earthly profits than in divine 

wisdom, which would help them attain His heavenly kingdom. This is why God gave us the Ten Commandments, 

so that we would know what is right and wrong. He tried to give His people His divine wisdom, but they could 

not understand it. For them a suffering and crucified Christ was foolishness. Sadly, in today’s world, we have 

seen how men have denied God’s wisdom for their own worldly wisdom, whose end is in pleasure and success. 

This is why we have allowed and promoted contraception, abortion, homosexuality, pornography, 

transgenderism, and all the many gods of our “brave new world” without God. To promote sin and go against 

God’s wisdom in the Ten Commandments is truly the foolishness of men! 


